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The Magic Art and the Evolution of Kings. Volume 1. by Sir James Frazer  

The first volume in Frazer's seminal 12 volume set on anthropology and traditional systems of 
belief. Topics covered include extensive discussion on the belief in sympathetic and 
contagious magic, magical influence on the environment, magicians and kings, magicians as 
priests, the origin of incarnate living gods, and a lengthy essay on the origin on the king of the 
wood at the lake of Nemi. 
Read by Leon Harvey.  Total running time: 13:46:08 

00 THE PREFACE...………………………………………………………….…….00:35:54 

01 CHAPTER I THE KING OF THE WOOD………………………………….….01:10:14 

02 CHAPTER II PRIESTLY KINGS………………………………………………00:14:06 

03 CHAPTER III SYMPATHETIC MAGIC, part 1……………………….01:03:04 

04 CHAPTER III SYMPATHETIC MAGIC, part 2………..……………..00:46:09 

05 CHAPTER III SYMPATHETIC MAGIC, part 3……………………….00:53:33 

06 CHAPTER III SYMPATHETIC MAGIC, part 4……………………….01:10:08 

07 CHAPTER III SYMPATHETIC MAGIC, part 5……………………….01:13:50 
08 CHAPTER III SYMPATHETIC MAGIC, part 6……………………….00:11:09 

09 CHAPTER IV MAGIC AND RELIGION…………………………….…00:50:17 

10 CHAPTER V MAGICAL CONTROL OF THE WEATHER, part 1…01:04:09 

11 CHAPTER V MAGICAL CONTROL OF THE WEATHER, part 2…00:59:33 

12 CHAPTER V MAGICAL CONTROL OF THE WEATHER, part 3…00:34:28 

13 CHAPTER VI MAGICIANS AS KINGS, part 1…………………….…00:42:15 

14 CHAPTER VI MAGICIANS AS KINGS, part 2………………….……00:37:54 

15 CHAPTER VII INCARNATE HUMAN GODS, part 1…………….….00:35:30 

16 CHAPTER VII INCARNATE HUMAN GODS, part 2………….…….00:56:05 

17 APPENDIX HEGEL ON MAGIC AND RELIGION…………...………00:07:46 
This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without 
permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 
Cover picture by Ferdinand Keller (1911). Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, EU. and all countries with 
author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by {Leon Harvey}. This design is in the public domain.  
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